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LIGHTHOUSE INTERNATIONAL CHURCH

Reimagining Ministry for Today

The phonerang just two weeks before Christmas, and a soft-spoken man with a West
African accent exclaimed, “We need leadership training as soon as possible!” Pastor
Calvin Birch of the Lighthouse International Church recalled the journey of starting
the African Christian Community Church of the Richmond Baptist Association over
19 years ago (now Lighthouse International Church). He more specifically noted that
as the African immigrants came into Richmond they joined the church, were helped
towards independence, and went on their way successfully into the larger society.
Pastor Birch then began to reminisce of the once-strong children’s ministry at the
church.

An assessment determined that training was needed in the areas of reaching
children, doing evangelism, and providing separate leadership development
opportunities for men and women. With the support of the Alma Hunt Offering,
WMU of Virginia was able to put together a dynamic teaching team to equip and
inspire church leaders. Pray for Pastor Birch and Lighthouse International Church in
Glen Allen, VA, as they reimagine ministry in today’s world.

WHAT IS THE ALMA HUNT OFFERING?

The annual offering for Virginia missions was named for Alma Hunt (1909-2008),
a native Virginian who was known worldwide for her missions service and her
unswerving dedication to the cause of Christ. The offering provides funding for all
Woman’s Missionary Union of Virginia (WMUV) missions and ministries and makes

possible other Baptist General Association of Virginia (BGAV) special ministries,
outreach projects, and initiatives not funded through regular streams of giving.
Since 1976, this offering has been a joint venture of WMUV and the BGAV. Every
dollar you give goes directly to support this and many other ministries. We invite
you to give to the Alma Hunt Offering—joining your gifts with those of many other
Virginia Baptists as we share the love of Christ across the Commonwealth and with
the whole world.
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MAKE MY JOY COMPLETE BY BEING OF THE SAME MIND, MAINTAINING
THE SAME LOVE, UNITED IN SPIRIT INTENT ON ONE PURPOSE.
PHILIPPIANS 2:2
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WOMAN’S MISSIONARY A network of churches
UNION OF VIRGINIA E for missions & ministry
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